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Minutes of the Third Advisory Board Meeting (ABM) held on Wednesday, dated 

18.5.2022 at India International Centre, Delhi.  

The meeting of The Third Advisory Board of Manav Rachna Center for Peace and 

Sustainability (MRCPS) of Manav Rachna University  was conducted from 6.00 PM to 8.00 

PM on 18thMay  2022 at India International Centre, Delhi. 

The following Advisory Board members were present 

1.   Dr. Karan Singh    Chairman, ABM 

2.   Dr. Amit Bhalla         Member, ABM 

3.   Dr. Muzaffer Ahmad  Member, ABM 

4.   Dr. Markandey Rai   Member, ABM 

5.   Lt. Gen. Kochhar   Member, ABM 

6.   Dr. Sanjay Srivastava   Member, ABM 

7.   Dr. I. K. Bhat   Member, ABM & Chairman, Core commitee 

8.   Dr. D. S. Sengar   Member Core Committee 

9.   Dr. Kameshwar Singh   Member Core Committee 

10.   Dr. Pradeep Varshney  Member Core Committee  

11.   Dr. Sangita Banga   Member Core Committee 

12.   Dr. Geeta Thakur    Member Secretary 

13.   Ms. Durga Bhardwaj  Student representative , MRCPS 

14.   Ms. Ansh Ohri   Student representative, MRCPS 

The following members had requested leave of absence due to their prior commitment and in 

some case due to ill health.  

1.   Dr. Prashant Bhalla  Member, ABM 

2.   Poojya Gyanandji Mahrajji Member, ABM 

3.   Dr. Ved Prakash   Member, ABM 

4.   Dr. Rajendra Shende  Member, ABM 

5.   Dr. Meenakshee Gopinath  Member, ABM 



6. Dr.  Anand Prakash    Member, ABM 

7. Er.  Anuj Sinha    Member, ABM 

8. Dr.  Susheela Bhan   Member, ABM 

9. Dr.  Jyotsna Singh   Member, ABM 

10. Mr. Vishesh Gupta   Member, ABM 

11. Dr. Babita Parashar              Member Core Committee 

The third Advisory Board Meeting was conducted on 18 May 2022 at the India International 

Center, New Delhi. It was presided over by Padma Vibhushan Dr. Karan Singh and attended 

by Dr. Amit Bhalla, Vice President, MREI and other distinguished members. 

The ABM paid homage to Honourable Justice R C Lahoti, the Vice Chairman of the Advisory 

Board of MRCPS who left for the heavenly abode on 23rd March 2022. The members observed 

two minute silence in honour of the departed soul. All members recalled his contributions to 

society and guidance to MRCPS with reverence. 

Dr. Karan Singh while delivering the Chairman’s address, mentioned about three biggest 

calamities of modern times that are Climate change, Pandemic and International war 

conditions, causing global political instability, ecological issues, and the threat of nuclear wars. 

The need today in the society is to proactively build and sustain peace in a conscious manner. 

He mentioned that as per Shri Arbindo “The human is defined by his orientation towards the 

future and his power of self-evolution.” To awaken the tendencies of self-evolution, it is 

essential to strengthen the consciousness among youth. Though it will require sufficient time 

to achieve this goal yet there is the need of strengthening interfaith movement and initiatives 

of Temple of Understanding in order to attain peace in society. He further stressed upon the 

requirement of teaching students ‘learning to live together’ which is the important pillar of 

education. Application of the National Education policy-2020 also puts stress on holistic 

Education and focus on Value inculcation through interdisciplinary approach to sensitize and 

awaken students for the need of peace and sustainable development. He lauded the efforts and 

progress of MRCPS in sensitizing students to practice harmonious living. He asserted that there 

is a growing social division in the communities leading to self-destruction, which can be 

addressed only through building sustainable peace in a conscious manner by fusion of sciences 

and humanities.  

Dr. Amit Bhalla, Vice President, MRIE, in his address highlighted the practices followed in all 

constituents of MR group of institutions (two Universities and twelve Schools), in developing 

the right attitude in youth toward peace and sustainability which can help in building a peaceful 

society and nation building. He shared good practices and initiative of Manav Rachna 

Educational Institutions, like Revival of Badkal lake, Teacher on call programme, Innovations, 

Entrepreneurship in the area of sustainability, Industry connect and faculty enhancement 

programme with industry etc. He also shared the concept and need to work in the area of virtual 

water and alternative of Millet food production. He emphasized on appropriate amalgamation 

of education and sustainability in the Learning processes, through which the youth can be a 

catalyst in promotion of Peace and Sustainability. 



Dr. I K Bhat, gave overview of initiative and progress of NEP implementation in Manav 

Rachna University like multidisciplinary approach with recency and relevance of content, 

pedagogical practices, Technology integrated learning, Innovations and Entrepreneuship 

practices, Research practices to solve local problems, industry collaborative in teaching and 

learning process.  

Dr. Geeta Thakur, presented a detailed Report on activities and achievements of the center 

carried out since the last meeting of advisory board. She informed that MRCPS has organized 

activities in five Verticals successfully. All the activities have been the result of student driven 

initiatives. Various competitions, trainings, workshops, campaigns, rallies etc. have been 

carried out by them. Some of the initiatives that have had a huge participation are interactions 

with sustainability crusaders, creation of Butterfly Garden, ANG project, Pahal, Masti ki 

Pathshala, Peace wall etc. The faculty members associated with the centre also worked on 

development of courses, curriculum mapping, FDPs, Conference, research projects and many 

more. Dr. Geeta shared with members of the Advisory Board the future plans like “For the 

cause: Green Warriors”, “Raindrop” for creating eco-friendly and low cost learning zones. She 

appealed to Advisory Board members to provide suggestions and desired that their involvement 

with the center is of vital importance. She informed that in the upcoming project 

“Shantyonnati” and Book on “Role of Higher Education in Peace and Sustainability in Indian 

Context” will help students to see a broader picture. 

Thereafter, Hon’ble chairman requested other members to give their inputs and suggestions for 

the future activities of the centre of peace & sustainability. 

Lt. Gen. S C Kochhar stated that Academia must have outcomes which enables employment 

generation and are socially relevant. He appreciated the initiatives of   MRCPS which has 

helped in becoming socially relevant. He further lauded the efforts of the university for the 

involvement of industry in designing and delivery of courses jointly.  

Prof. Dr. Muzaffar Ahmad, Former Director General Health, Govt. of J & K and former 

Member National Disaster Commission complemented and appreciated the work carried out 

by the centre. He expressed the concern regarding resilient health system in the era of health 

uncertainties at global level. He suggested to emphasize on public health through the centre 

and educate students from all disciplines to carry out projects in this area.  Climate Change is 

going to worsen the public health problem in future. He was of the view that country needs 

more nonmedical professionals along with medical professional in order to mitigate the impact 

of climate change and other associated issues. University can play a great contribution 

regarding public health especially faculty development in this area. The students who pass out 

from university must have knowledge and skills for handling of Disaster Management issues. 

He suggested that MR should expand its efforts outside Faridabad and Haryana in order to 

broaden its reach, since the programmes and initiatives undertaken by the center have potential 

influence growth. 

Dr. Markandey Rai, Senior Advisor, UN Habitat, advised that MRCPS must  collaborate with 

the regional director of UNESCO in order to take MR's initiative to a higher level”. He asserted 



that, the center should invite famous Indian International personalities who have solid 

understanding in the specific area of peace and sustainability to provide guidance and direction. 

He also brought to the attention of the members that there is need to understand the tremendous 

possibilities and treasure that lies in sea and to understand importance of Blue Economy for 

sustainable growth of India. He also stressed upon the need of making society and schools 

aware about sustainable development goals. He appreciated the initiative of Youth Peace and 

Sustainability Club which is a part of MRCPS of Manav Rachna University. He was of the 

view that all universities should establish a peace club and students should come together and 

promote peace. He suggested to invite Legendary Nonresident Indians to have interaction with 

students and motivate them. There is need to develop a data base of these NRIs to connect with 

them. Dr. Rai further suggested instead of separate Security Council, there should be Upper 

House of interfaith people to attain peace at international level. The advisory board members 

emphasized the need of having psychology counselors in campuses to support students in 

gaining psychological stability post the traumatic experiences during the pandemic.  

Dr. D. S. Sengar, Pro Vice Chancellor in his remarks expressed gratitude to the august Advisory 

Board for mentoring and setting direction to achieve goals of the center. 

Dr. Pradeep Varshney shared about ongoing research projects in university like Metal air 

battery, initiatives of scrap industry to solve the problem of solid waste management. This has 

become more relevant as Electrical & Electronic autonomous vehicles is on the growth path. 

Mr. Ansh Ohri, a student representative, expressed the sincere thanks and shared his learning 

experiences in Manav Rachna Centre for Peace and Sustainability and said that the center has 

helped him to become more compassionate and supportive to the cause of peace. 

Ms. Durga Bhardwaj, student president of MRU, extended thanks for the learning experience 

from dignitaries. She expressed opinion that there is need to bring awareness among students 

and she further ensured to work for instill habits and bring positive attitude among youth 

through MRCPS.  

Dr. Sanjay Srivastava, Vice Chancellor and Managing Director, MRIE expressed gratitude to 

the august Advisory Board members for sparing their valuable time. He summarized the 

deliberations by all Advisory Board members. Dr. Srivastava promised to bring momentum for 

the cause of peace and sustainability.  

The advisory board members expressed appreciation of the progress made by MRCPS and the 

confidence that the center will achieve the objectives through the several training programs, 

projects and initiatives to promote Peace and Sustainability. The members expressed 

appreciation of the initiatives undertaken at the center regarding courses that are being offered, 

students club activities directed towards peace, seminars and other events organized by the 

center. 

The meeting ended with thanks to the Chairman and other Learned Advisory Members 

 



 

Geeta Thakur                   Dr. Karan Singh 

Member Secretary       Chairman 


